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Niseko Grand Hirafu and Furano Ski Resort 
celebrate their 50th anniversary 

Also marking their 50th anniversary, Furano Ski Resort has two new terrain parks and hold 
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2012 is the 100th anniversary since Major Theodor Edler von Lerch of Austria came to 
Hokkaido to give skiing lesson to the army.  Now as one of the popular ski destination in 
the world, Hokkaido offers various services and fun events at ski resorts such as Niseko, 
Rusutsu, Furano. 

Niseko Grand Hirafu will be reopened after 
redesign on 10 December and reveal a high-
speed gondola and kids lesson area as well as 
brand new mountain center.  The opening 
ceremony and a live party are also planned to 
be held.  On their 50th anniversary day on 17 
December, there will be a special live and ski 
performances in traditional style with single 
bamboo pole.  

You can also enjoy Jazz lives from 23 to 25 December and firework displays  on Christmas 
Eve and more will come for New Year such as Kagamiwari  sake ceremony, offering of free 
sake, mochitsuki or rice cake making. 
 
Niseko Grand Hirafu 
http://www.grand-hirafu.jp/winter/index.html 

On every 3rd Sunday from December to April, a special 
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kids use lift all day for free. 
 
Furano Ski Resort 
http://ski.princehotels.co.jp/furano/ 
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