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Have fun at winter events!

After brilliant New Year celebrations with massive feast and gained weight, now people are busy
to prepare for winter fun events in Hokkaido. We will have the annual Sapporo Snow Festival
from 6th February while othere snow/ice festivals will take place in Chitose, Sounkyo, Abashiri
etc. Driftingices are slowly coming down from Siberia and sightseeing ice breakers “Aurora” in
Abashiri and “Garinko” in Mombetsu in eastern Hokkaido are soon to be ready to operate.

Sapporo Snow Festival

Period: 6 February — 12 February 2012

Venue: Odori Park, Susukino, Tsudomu

Official site:  http://www.snowfes.com/english/index.html

Chitose — Lake Shikotsu Ice Festival

Period: 27 January — 12 February 2012

Venue: shore of Lake Shikotsu

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207001000001
Local guide:  http://www.1000sai-chitose.or.jp/ (Chitose Tourist Association)

Otaru Snow Light Path

Period: 3 — 12 February 2012

Venue: Otaru Canal site, Temiya site etc.

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207002000002
Local guide:  http://www.otaru.gr.jp/ (Otaru Tourist Association)

Asahikawa Winter Festival

Period: 8 — 12 February 2012

Venue: riverside near Asahi Bridge, Kaimono Koen shopping street

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207002000007
Official site:  http://www.city.asahikawa.hokkaido.jp/files/kankou/awf/
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Sounkyo Ice Festival
Period: 21 January — 12 February 2012
Venue: riverside of Ishikari River, Sounkyo

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207002000008
Local guide: _http://www.sounkyo.net/english/ (accommodations info)

TokachiRi ver SwaSairinkkesti val *

Period: 21 January — 26 February 2012

Venue: Tokachi River Hot Spring Aqua Park and Tokachigaoka Park, Otofuke
Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207002000009

Shikaribetsuko Kotan

Period: 28 January — 31 March 2012

Venue: Lake Shikaribetsu, Shikaoi

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207001000004
Official site:  http://www.nature-center.jp/2012-kotan/kotan-top.htm (Japanese only)

Discover the new northern continent! "Attaka Abashiri"

Period: 28 January — 4 March 2012

Venue: Lake Abashiri

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207002000012

Shiretoko Fantasia

Period: 28 January — 3 March 2012

Venue: Drift Ice Nature Park, Utoro Hot Spring, Shari

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207002000013

Lake Akan Ice Festival "Fuyu-hanabi"

Period: 1 February — 10 March 2012

Venue: Lake Akan, Kushiro

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207002000014
Local guide:  http://www.lake-akan.com/en/index.html (Akan Tourist Association)

Drift Ice Sightseeing Boats "Aurora"

Period: 1 February — 10 March 2012

Venue: Aurora Terminal, Abashiri Port

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207001000005
Official site:  http://ms-aurora.com/abashiri/en/

Sightseeing Icebreaker "Garinko 2"

Period: 20 January — 31 March 2012

Venue: Garinko Terminal, Mombetsu Port

Information: http://en.visit-hokkaido.jp/travelPlanner/details.php?code=6207001000007
Official site:  http://www.o-tower.co.jp/garinko/ (Japanese only)

Brochure: http://www.o-tower.co.jp/garinko/pamphlet/english.pdf
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